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FAQ on Sociology & Society

Short-Answer Questions

1.

10.

According to the text, how does the first advice ("Study hard and you will do well in life")
contradict the other three pieces of advice given to young students?

Define C. Wright Mills' "sociological imagination" in your own words, and explain its primary
task.

How does the text explain the concept of belonging to more than one "society" in the
contemporary world? Provide an example.

What is the key difference between sociological observations and common-sense
observations, according to the text?

Why does Peter Berger compare a sociologist to a spy in his analogy?
List two significant intellectual ideas or movements that influenced the making of sociology.

How did the Industrial Revolution change the nature of labour and urban life in England, as
described in the text?

Why is it important to study the European origins and growth of sociology, even when
focusing on non-Western societies like India?

How does the relationship between sociology and social anthropology in India differ from
that in many Western countries?

Briefly explain how a sociological approach to economic behaviour differs from a traditional
economic approach.

Answer Key

1.

2.

3.

The first advice places sole responsibility for success on individual effort. In contrast, the
other three pieces of advice (job market, gender, family/social background) suggest that
external social factors significantly influence outcomes, complicating the idea that effort
alone defines success.

The sociological imagination is the ability to connect an individual's personal experiences
and biography with broader historical events and societal structures. Its primary task is to
unravel how personal troubles are linked to public issues.

The text explains that individuals belong to multiple "societies" simultaneously, depending
on context. For example, when abroad, "our society" might mean "Indian society," but
among fellow Indians, it could refer to a specific linguistic, ethnic, or caste community.

Sociological observations are systematic, empirical, and bound by scientific procedures,
guestioning their own origins and assumptions. Common-sense observations, however, are
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generally based on naturalistic or individualistic explanations and tend to be unreflective,
not questioning why one holds a particular view.

5. Peter Berger compares a sociologist to a spy because both are tasked with reporting
accurately about a certain terrain, free of bias or personal liking. Just as a spy's report is
useless if it reflects their superiors' ideology rather than objective information, a sociologist
must observe and collect findings impartially.

6. Two significant intellectual ideas/movements that influenced sociology are: the
Enlightenment, which emphasized reason and individualism and the application of scientific
methods to human affairs; and scientific theories of natural evolution, which led early
sociologists to categorize societies into types and stages of development.

7. The Industrial Revolution led to the degradation of labour, shifting work from protective
contexts like guilds and families to factories with mechanical divisions of labour. It also
caused urban centres to expand rapidly, creating overcrowded slums, poor sanitation, and
new, often harsh, social interactions.

8. Itisimportant to study the European origins of sociology because many of its core issues
(e.g., urbanization, factory production) are pertinent to all modern societies. Furthermore,
the global expansion of British capitalism and colonialism, originating in Europe, profoundly
impacted societies worldwide, including India, linking their pasts.

9. InIndia, unlike in many Western countries, there is no rigid divide between sociology and
social anthropology. Due to India's complexity of tradition and modernity, and its diverse
population, Indian sociologists often study both modern, complex urban societies and
traditional groups like tribes, blurring the disciplinary boundaries seen elsewhere.

10. A sociological approach to economic behaviour looks at it within a broader context of social
norms, values, practices, and interests, considering how cultural factors influence
consumption patterns or saving habits. Traditional economics, in contrast, focuses more
narrowly on pure economic variables like price, demand, and supply, often neglecting
individual behaviour and cultural nuances.

Long-Answer Questions

1. What is the fundamental idea behind sociological thinking, and how does it challenge common
notions about individual success?

Sociological thinking introduces the foundational concept that individual experiences and life
outcomes are deeply intertwined with broader societal forces, rather than being solely determined
by personal effort. It challenges the common notion that if one "studies hard," they will
automatically "do well in life," by highlighting the significant influence of external social factors.
These factors include the prevailing job market, one's gender, and their socioeconomic background.
Essentially, sociology suggests that while individual effort matters, it operates within a larger,
interconnected social structure that profoundly shapes possibilities and outcomes.

2. How does C. Wright Mills' "sociological imagination" help us understand the relationship
between personal problems and public issues?



C. Wright Mills' "sociological imagination" is the crucial ability to grasp the connection between
individual biography (personal experiences) and broader historical context and social structure. Its
primary task is to unravel how seemingly isolated "personal troubles of the milieu" are, in fact,
often rooted in "public issues of social structure." For example, if one person is unemployed, it
might be a personal trouble, but if widespread unemployment exists due to economic shifts, it
becomes a public issue. The sociological imagination allows us to see how societal changes, like
industrialization or economic downturns, directly impact individual lives, transforming personal
challenges into broader societal concerns that require collective attention and solutions.

3. In the contemporary world, how does sociology explain the multifaceted nature of belonging to
"society," and what does it imply about the concept of a "good job"?

Sociology explains that in the contemporary world, individuals belong to multiple "societies"
simultaneously, moving beyond a singular national identity. This can mean identifying with "Indian
society" when abroad, but among fellow Indians, it might refer to a specific linguistic, ethnic,
religious, caste, or professional community. This multifaceted belonging highlights the inherent
diversity and inequalities that exist both within and between societies. Consequently, the concept
of a "good job" is also understood as socially and culturally constructed. What is considered
prestigious or desirable in one "society" or culture (e.g., based on money, respect, or social
recognition) may differ significantly in another, demonstrating how social norms and values shape
occupational esteem.

4. What is the key distinction between sociological knowledge and common-sense knowledge?

The key distinction lies in their approach and methodology. Common-sense knowledge is typically
unreflective, individualistic, and naturalistic, meaning it often attributes behaviours or outcomes to
inherent individual traits or "natural” reasons without questioning its own origins or broader social
contexts. It doesn't ask, "Why do | hold this view?" In contrast, sociological knowledge is systematic,
empirical, and bound by scientific canons of procedure. Sociologists adopt a questioning and
evidence-based approach, actively seeking to uncover "unsuspected connections" and underlying
social structures. They are committed to objective observation and analysis, allowing others to
verify or build upon their findings, which is a departure from the often unexamined assumptions of
common sense.

5. How did the Industrial Revolution fundamentally transform labour and urban life in Europe,
and why are these changes relevant to understanding modern societies globally?

The Industrial Revolution, driven by capitalism, fundamentally transformed labour by degrading it,
wrenching work from protective contexts like guilds and families and moving it into factories. This
shift introduced mechanical divisions of labour, harsh working conditions, and "clock-time" rhythms,
replacing traditional, more flexible work patterns. Urban centres expanded rapidly, creating
overcrowded slums, poor sanitation, and new forms of social interaction defined by the grime of
factories and collective living. These changes are profoundly relevant globally because many core
issues of modern societies, such as urbanization and factory production, originated during this
period in Europe. Furthermore, the global expansion of British capitalism and colonialism, directly
linked to the Industrial Revolution, had far-reaching consequences, shaping the social landscapes
and economies of societies worldwide, including India.



6. What were the significant intellectual ideas that influenced the emergence of sociology as a
distinct discipline?

Two significant intellectual ideas that profoundly influenced the emergence of sociology were the
Enlightenment and scientific theories of natural evolution. The Enlightenment, an 18th-century
European intellectual movement, emphasized reason, individualism, and the belief that scientific
methods could be applied to human affairs. This led to a shift from viewing social problems like
poverty as "natural phenomena" to understanding them as "social problems" that could be studied
and redressed scientifically. Simultaneously, scientific theories of natural evolution inspired early
sociologists like Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, and Herbert Spencer to categorize societies into types
and stages of development, often viewing Western societies as the most advanced, and influencing
the study of social institutions as systems with specific functions.

7. How does the development of sociology in India reflect its unique historical context,
particularly concerning colonialism and the relationship between sociology and social
anthropology?

The development of sociology in India is deeply shaped by its colonial past, which meant engaging
critically with Western writings that often portrayed Indian society as unchanging and distinct from
the West. Unlike in many Western countries where sociology primarily studies complex industrial
societies and social anthropology focuses on "simple" non-Western societies, India's diverse and
complex mix of tradition and modernity blurred these disciplinary lines. Indian sociologists often
studied both modern urban societies and traditional groups like tribes, leading to a fluid
relationship where the boundaries between sociology and social anthropology are not rigid. This
eclecticism and critical self-reflection distinguish Indian sociology, born from the need to
understand its own unique blend of the traditional and the modern, the local and the global.

8. How does sociology's approach to studying economic behaviour differ from a traditional
economic approach, and why is an interdisciplinary perspective increasingly important?

A traditional economic approach typically focuses narrowly on "pure economic variables" such as
price, demand, and supply, aiming to formulate precise laws of economic behaviour, often
neglecting individual behaviour and cultural nuances. In contrast, a sociological approach examines
economic behaviour within a broader context of social norms, values, practices, and interests. It
considers how cultural factors influence consumption or saving habits, and how social structures
like gender or class shape economic outcomes. The increasing importance of an interdisciplinary
perspective, as highlighted by feminist theories for example, stems from the recognition that
complex social phenomena, such as gender roles in the economy, cannot be fully understood by one
discipline alone. Sociology's wider, critical perspective, which questions basic assumptions and
social desirability of goals, complements the technical solutions offered by economics, enriching the
overall understanding of society.



